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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

037677 180551Z/16 

O 180459Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3158 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

JCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 

CINCPACAF 

CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR, HI IMMEDIATE 
CINCPACREPPHIL IMMEDIATE 
CG 1 3TH AF 

CHIUSMAG MANILA RP IMMEDIATE 

SECRET MANILA 4401 

EXDIS - MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, RP, MASS 

SUBJECT: BASE DISCUSSION: MARCH 18 PRESENTATION TO GEN. 

ESPINO AND AFP STAFF ON MILITARY EQUIPMENT LIST 

REF: (A) STATE 67001, (B) STATE 67410, (C) MANILA 4258, 

(D) MANILA 4320 

1 . SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR AND BGEN MAPP PRESENTED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT LIST TO ESPINO AND SEVERAL TOP AFP STAFF MEMBERS 
MARCH 18. ORAL PRESENTATION DREW ON REFS A AND B IN MANNER 
INDICATED IN REF D. AFP COMMENTS WERE LIMITED TO A) CLARIFYING 
QUESTIONS ABOUT FORMS OF COMPENSATION, FOCUSING IN PARTICULAR 
ON HOW SSA WORKS AND B) INDICATION THAT INITIAL ESTIMATE OF 
AFP COSTS FOR PROVIDING SECURITY AT BASES IS $20 

MILLION ANNUALLY, OR $10 MILLION FOR EACH BASE. ESPINO SAID 
REPORT WOULD BE MADE TO MARCOS ON LIST AND IMPLIED THAT 
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GOP RESPONSE WOULD BE MADE AT MARCH 22 MEETING. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESENTATION. AMBASSADOR AND BGEN MAPP PRESENTED EQUIPMENT 
LIST MARCH 18 TO GEN ESPINO. AFP OFFICERS ON HAND WERE BGEN 
BOCANEGRA, BGEN MANIPULO AND LTC AQUINO (NOTETAKER). PRESEN- 
TATION DREW FROM PARA 3B OF REF A AND PARA 3 OF REF B. 

FOLLOWING SCENARIO DESCRIBED IN REF D. AMBASSADOR OPENED 
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BY EMPHASIZING THAT ITEMS WE HAVE IDENTIFIED ARE NOT PRE- 
SENTED AS AN OFFER BUT RATHER AS AN INDICATION OF WHAT WE 
BELIEVE WOULD BE POSSIBLE AND DESIRABLE. HE STRESSED THAT 
THE USG WILL LOOK TO THE GOP TO DECIDE WHICH ITEMS IT 
WISHES TO PROCURE AND HOW IT WISHES TO PROCURE THEM, WHETHER 
THAT BE THROUGH THE THREE FORMS OF COMPENSATION WE ARE 
OFFERING (SSA, MAP OR FMS FINANCING) OR STRAIGHT COMMERCIAL 
PURCHASE. BGEN MAPP THEN PROCEEDED TO PRESENT ORALLY THE 
LIST USING THE TEXT (MINUS BRACKETED PORTIONS) PROVIDED 
IN PARA 3 OF REF B. (BGEN MAPP PROVIDED ESPINO WITH WRITTEN 
TEXT FOLLOWING PRESENTATION.) WHILE THE AMBASSADOR AND BGEN 
MAPP CAREFULLY AVOIDED TOTALLING UP THE LIST, THE AMBASSADOR 
NOTED THAT THE ESTIMATED OVERALL VALUE OF THESE ITEMS WOULD 
SIGNIFICANTLY EXCEED THE COMPENSATION WE ARE OFFERING. 

3. AFP REACTION. ESPINO SAID THAT THE EQUIPMENT LIST WOULD 
BE STUDIED AND A REPORT MADE TO MARCOS PREPARATORY TO THE 
MARCH 22 MEETING, IMPLYING WE WOULD RECEIVE THE GOP RESPONSE 
AT THAT TIME. ESPINO ASKED CLARIFYING QUESTIONS ABOUT FORMS 
OF COMPENSATION, SHOWING PARTICULAR INTEREST IN HOW SSA 
WOULD WORK. THIS WAS EXPLAINED IN GENERAL TERMS BY AMBASSADOR 
TO APPARENT SATISFACTION OF ESPINO. ESPINO INTRODUCED QUESTION 
OF AFP PARTICIPATION IN BASE SECURITY OPERATIONS AT CLARK 

AND SUBIC, NOTING THAT INITIAL ESTIMATES OF ANNUAL AFP COSTS 
ARE AROUND $20 MILLION, OR $10 MILLION FOR EACH BASE. THE 
AMBASSADOR OBSERVED THAT THIS SEEMED HIGH, NOTING THAT WE 
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WERE THINKING OF SOMETHING AROUND 250-300 MEN AT EACH BASE 
WITH WHATEVER IS NECESSARY IN TERMS OF JEEPS AND COMMUNICA- 
TIONS EQUIPMENT. ESPINO SAID THAT THE AFP HAS IN MIND PLACING 
1000 RPT 1000 MEN AT EACH BASE. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT A 
FULL INDICATION OF THE ESTIMATED AFP REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE 
NECESSARY BEFORE U.S. COULD COMMENT. ESPINO PROMISED TO 
PROVIDE THIS ON MARCH 22. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD AWAIT THE FULL DESCRIPTION 
OF ESTIMATED AFP REQUIREMENTS FOR ITS SECURITY FORCE AT 

THE BASES BUT WOULD SUGGEST THAT WE BE PREPARED ULTIMATELY 
TO CONSIDER USING PORTION OF MAP GRANTS WE HELD BACK IN 
MARCH 16 PRESENTATION TO MARCOS TO COVER AFP SECURITY 
EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS, PRESUMABLY JEEPS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
HARDWARE. WE WOULD ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE THEM THAT SSA COULD 
SERVE TO COVER PERSONNEL COSTS FOR THE REQUIRED AFP FORCES. 

WE ASSUME MAP COULD NOT BE USED TO REIMBURSE GOP FOR 
PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO BASE SECURITY. END COMMENT. 
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